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Council gives earl back his ‘freed

| b |

Teresc

B Fourth Earl of Dunraven’s descendants celebrate after honour
removed over his support for conscription in 1918 is returned

By NORMA
PRENDIVILLE

HE was a writer, an

“We are delighted it has
all been resolved,” Lord
Dunraven said. “We
thank the city council
and everybody involved.”

Within the family, the

bear the Dunraven name.
There is a Dunraven
Lake, a Dunraven Pass
and in Nova Scotia, there
is a Dunraven Bog.

“He was very interest-

en in the America’s Cup,
and especially in the part
the fourth earl played.”
But last week’s gather-
ing was primarily about
the resolution of the free-

Lord Dunraven at the
reception in Kilgobbin
House, Adare, to thank
those who helped with
the reinstating of the
Freedom of Limerick to
the fourth Earl of
Dunraven, with Dr
Matthew Potter,

entrepreneur, an . pulsion in 1918 of their ed in spiritnalism, like man controversy. The earl University of Limerick;
explorer who knew ancestor from the city’s his father, and was a very was first made 4 Freeman Prof Liam Irwin, history
Buffalo  Bill, 4 most signal roll of hon- good breeder of blood. of Limerick on December department, Ma
yachtsman, and a our was not forgotten, stock,” said Mr FitzGer- 7, 1908, an unusual Immaculate College;
man who, in the Lord Dunraven ald. enough honour even at Desmond FitzGerald,

course of his life, sat
both in the House of
Lords and in the
Seanad. He was also
the man who first
proposed that St
Patrick’s Day be a
public holiday.

But in the course of a
long and colourful life,
the Fourth Earl of Dun-
raven, Windham Thomas
Wyndham-Quin, who
died in 1926, had his
share of controversy He
was the only person ever
to be expunged from the
list of those honoured as
a Freeman of Limerick.

Happily, that situation
has now been reversed.
Limerick City Council
earlier this year voted to
restore the title of Free-

explained. But he contin-
ued: “We understood why
it happened. It was a very
troubled time in this
country. It was a very tur-
bulent time. One guite
understood the reasons.”

He described the fourth
earl, whom he never
knew as “a bit of a char-
acter”.

The Knight of Glin,
Desmond FitzGerald, is a
great-grandson of the
fourth earl and joined his
cousins, Lord Dunraven
and Lord Meath in Adare
to celebrate the restora-
tion.

“He was an extraordi-
nary polyglot, a great
brain, a man of great
political acumen, a patri-
ot who was very keen on
Ireland. He was very keen
on devolution,” said Mr

He also set up a tobacco
factory in Adare where
the Wild Geese restau-
rant is now located.

“He was a great naviga-
tor and sailor and com-
peted twice for the Amer-
ica’s Cup,” he said.

The fourth earl’s yacht-
ing, however, also led him
into some controversy,
the Knight explained.
The first time his great-
grandfather competed in
the America’s Cup, he
brought two of his three
daughters with him, the
Knight's grandmother,
Rachel, and his grand-
aunt, Aileen. However,
some problems arose, and
the fourth earl accused
another team of “remov-
ing ballast”, and in
protest resigned from
New York Yacht Club.

the time, given his back-
ground and the fact that
he was a peer in the
House of Lords, where in
1903 he proposed making
St Patrick’s Day a public
holiday.

However, as historian
Prof Liam Irwin pointed
out, the earl had also been
a member of the first
Limerick County Coun-
cil, where his experience
of public affairs was of
use and benefit to the
fledgling local authority,
and where he played a
particularly good role on
the finance committee

“At the time he was
made a Freeman of Lim-
erick, he would have
stood out. Most of them
would have been nation-
alists He was trying to
find a solution really to

him from the roll of hon-
our because of his sup-
port for conscription in

cil, and, in July, the coun-
cillors voted to restore
the honour.

to be recognised that the
Dunraven family have
done so much for Limer-

injustice. He was entitled
to his freedom of speech
as an alderman, Mr

Knight of Glin; Clir
Kieran Walsh, deputy
Mayor of Limerick, Lord
Meath and Tadhg
Moloney, secretary,
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Society

used his boat to ferry
injured soldiers. He also
opened up the manor and

man of Limerick to the FitzGerald. “The belief now is that the Irish question with- Ireland. Cllr Gerry McLough- ick throughout  the Moloney added charged admission and
fourth earl who had, in _ His great-grandfather, he was right in object- out completely breaking [t was a move which the lin, who proposed the years,” Clir McLoughlin  Fromamilitary history used that money to buy
any case, always stoutly he explained, was also a Ing.” the Knight contin- the link with Britain. His ear]l strongly rebutted, motion said, he was slad told the Limerick Leader point of view, Mr comforts for the soldiers

refused to return the box
and parchment to the city:

The move, which came
about through a happy

tremendous explorer who
travelled extensively in
America, where his guide
was the legendary Buffa-
lo Bill.

ued, adding that “it is all
coming out now”.

A two-volume history
of the America’s Cup has

hope was that Ireland
could get a measure of
self-government,” Prof
Irwin explained.

claiming it was of dubi-
ous legality, but it was to
be 89 years later before
the matter was returned

to do so.
“I think it was impor-

tant,” he said. The view of
most councillors, he said

at the time.

Among the actions of
the fourth earl were a
donation of £500 for

Moloney also explained,
the earl was honorary
colonel of the 5th battai-
ion of the Royal Munster

at the front.”

The fourth earl, who is
buried in Adare, was the
author of a number of

combination of histori- _ been published, and a  But huge events fol fo again, Earlier this year, at the time, was that scholarships in Limerick Fusiliers, books, including The
book ans and politicians, was ~ “He bought lands in third, which will be a pic- lowed that 1908 honour, a trio of historians, Prof “times have moved on.”  city, and he also con- _ “He had been in the Theory and Practice of
warmly welcomed by the Colorado and wrote a torial record, will include the first world war, the Irwin. Dr Matthew Potter “Lord Dunraven was a tributed £25 towards Lifeguards regiment him- Navigation, The Great
earl’s descendants who number of books about paintings done by the setting up of The Volun. of UL and Tadhg unionist but a southern Ambrose Hall's collection self He served in the first Divide, The Outlook in
C ( gathered in the home of the Rockies,” the Knight Knight’s grandmother. teers, the 1916 Rising and Moloney of the Munster unionist. It was time for for the erection of a stat- world war, though not as Ireland, and two volumes
the present earl, Thady of Glin continued. Lord Dunraven added: in May, 1918, a vote was Royal Fusiliers Associa- us to show that we could ue to commemorate a combatant. He would of autobiography entitled
The Quin, last week to mark  To this day a number of *“We are delighted at the taken in Limerick City tion, opened discussions respect the views of dif- Patrick Sarsfield. have been too old. But he Past-times and Past
“Crazy the event. places in North America interest that is being tak- Council to “expunge” with Limerick City Coun- ferent people. Plus, it had “I felt he was done an was a yachtsman, and he Times.
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